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Complexity of Decision Processes

The United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development aims to foster “transformative ocean science solutions” to
achieve healthy and resilient oceans. This goal requires research, and, more importantly, its uptake into policy and practice. However,
effective knowledge mobilization is remarkably complex. Much remains to be learned about how it occurs and can be improved.
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What We Have Learned
Our research (www.eiui.ca) identified enablers and barriers to awareness, communication, and use of research information.

Enablers Barriers

» Synthesis reports and policy summaries for P "?te'?ce , *» Decision-making processes operating in
decision-makers and managers. /" Communication | silos within government, and between

“» Networks (individuals and organizations) that | government and stakeholders, blocking or
facilitate transfer of relevant information o Generatloin < —— > Us<f.' !Dy preventing timely information transfer.
managers and decision makers. of Information Decision % Many information dissemination channels all

% Individuals and organization, e.g., ENGOs, pemni— | Makers requiring resources.
acting as bridgers and information brokers to aarrier><aarriers ** Rapid dissemination of misinformation,
translate information into the language | contributing to distrust of information and
of various stakeholders and decision makers. ¢ Reoliests/Nests its sources.

«» Moving research publications into open - ——— * Inadequate skills and resources to track
aCCEeSS dlgltal formats for greater aVa”ab”ity- (cultural, economic, institutional, political, etc.) and Jrirents Information pI’OdUCtIOﬂ and

distribution processes.

Questions Guiding Ongoing Research
1. How do decision-makers select evidence for policy development and implementations?
2. How should evidence be communicated to foster uptake in decisions”?
3. What enables or limits the use of evidence®?
4. What roles do formal and informal information pathways play?
5. What knowledge is being produced, disseminated, and used, by whom?
6. What perspectives are over or under-represented in the knowledge produced and mobilized?
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Next Steps i the Research

We will work with ocean science researchers (natural, physical, and social scientists), who produce information, and with
decision makers (at various levels of governance), who are the potential users of the information. This collaboration, using
multiple research methods, aims to foster co-production of knowledge and thereby strengthen relevance, reliability,
legitimacy, and actionability of the findings. The results will contribute to realizing the objectives of the Ocean Decade as
governments and citizens respond to changing ocean conditions with the intent to achieve healthy and resilient oceans.
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