Understanding Information Pathways for Evidence-Based Policy and
Decision Making In Coastal and Ocean Management

Bertrum H. MacDonald,! Suzuette S. Soomai,* Elizabeth M. De Santo,? & Peter G. Wells?
!Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada; Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, USA

Abstract. Research Questions Methods Key Findings
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completed over the past 15 years, show that What role(s) do formal and informal information Content analysis of documents, interview data, . )
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Scientific information (credible, relevant, ENVIONMENt TePOTLS ) - aculture (SOFIA) access digital formats for greater availability.
![igltggté)ilﬁi’aannddkaeCtlg?)Iail(l:DIez)i’nfjocggr:igirgl:ar;e;kte?s Technical Enablers and barriers in the use of government and intergovernmental Barriers
underpins numerz)/us eff)cl)rts needed to managé environmental and pUb.hcatlonS: oint Gro.up of Experts on the Scientific Aspects O.f I\/Ia!rme *¢* Decision-making processes operating in
- _ _ . . Environmental Protection (GESAMP), Canada Department of Fisheries and _ o
prltlcal gnwronmental ISsues _and_ adapt to fl.Sherl.eS repc?rtS; Oceans, Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization, Caribbean Regional silos within government, and betwee_n
!mpendlr\g Changg. pommunlcatlng new Fisheries advisory Fisheries Mechanism, United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization; governr.nent. anad S_takehoIQers, blocking or
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contributing to distrust of credible

Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment’s Gulfwatch — monitoring information and its sources

Monitoring programs

- chemical contaminants . _
htertace Seafond cortificat ** Inadequate skills and resources to track and
S eafood certification . . . L. . . . : - - -
Communication Marine Stewardship Council’s certification of two Mexican fisheries Improve information production and
| Processes distribution processes.
Generation . Use by Marine conservation = Role of environmental non-governmental organizations in processes to ;
of Information | Decision process establish marine protected areas in Canada 2
e Makers . . Information activities during coastal conservation consultation processes for = UG INFORMATION, Science, Information, and
Public consultations . w0 POLICY INTERRACE™ bolicy Interface for Effect;
Barriers Barriers the Eastern Shore Islands Area of Interest, Nova Scotia for fectiveCoastal an olicy Ihtertace tor Elfective
. . . £ Ocean Management Coastal and Ocean Management
Information use by many stakeholders for tidal energy development in the Bay S o S Edited by B. H. MacDonald, S. S
Requests/Needs  / of Fundy; Social media strategies used by individual and NGO science Soomai, E. M. De Santo,
---- Knowledge networks . . . o . & P. G. Wells
Cantets . . communicators to engage the public; Influence of information in public e
SIRIE A N and information . . . CRC Press 2016
(cultural, economic, institutional, political, etc.) . perceptions and values (ocean connectivity) related to community governance
rransmission in Falmouth, USA; Intersection of shark h dia, social medi OPEN ACCESS
Key elements of information flow at the multidimensional science-policy interface(s) In ralmoutn, , INLEFSEClion Of Shark researcn, news media, socClal media,
© EIUL and public policy; Use of research information by California legislative staff.

% DALHOUSIE Social Sciences and Humanities ~ Conseil de recherches en , | _
UNIVERSITY e Research Council of Canada sciences humaines du Canada ) ACCESS/BoFEP Conference Environmental Information:

4-7 June 2024 Use and Influence (EIUI)

0 : - »  Gulf of Maine Counci
4 [nvironm ntal Inf rmation: A (9 ))u“} Fisheries and Oceans éches et Océans = } / Y i i . .
.\“‘ 1? LI{J| e () cesamp & o < W = 4 ) B¢ L St. Andrews, NB WWWw.eiui.ca
b e Scientific Aspects of Marine A & %, N = i i
= e E— 3r]e :



	Slide 1

