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A Seminar on the International  

Sustainable Development Goal #14 — “Life below Water” 

Abstract: In September 2015, 193 member states of the United Nations adopted a plan to achieve a better 

future for all, at the heart of which are 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Currently, a broad range of 

technical and regulatory standards are being used in both international and national legislative and regulatory 

regimes in the management of human, animal, and plant health and safety.  

Given the risk management approach to regulatory frameworks of the United Nations Economic Commission 



for Europe (UNECE) in trade, the Commission was asked to identify priority areas for standards develop-

ment to support of the implementation of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.  

Based on the interest expressed, SDG 14 “Life below Water” was chosen to examine this approach as it 

covers a broad range of environmental, cultural, social, and economic risks. In risk management terms, 

risks are managed through the implementation of management and operational measures to “carry into 

effect” a policy objective. The intent of regulatory frameworks is to achieve a balance between over-

regulations and insufficient regulations. In the implementation of the SDG targets; however, member 

countries and international organizations will also have to determine if their existing technical standards 

and regulatory regimes already address SDG targets.  

This seminar will discuss the issues surrounding the implementation of SDG 14 targets within regulatory 

frameworks as well as highlight the type of science that will be needed to underpin such an approach in 

addition to indicators.  
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