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GESAMP 
Joint Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects 

of Marine Environmental Protection



Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment
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FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN)

& CRFM (Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism)
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Selected GESAMP Reports



Selected GOMC Reports





Environment Canada

Canadian Wildlife Service Technical Report Series



What have the organizations published, where, 

and how?

What is the evidence for distribution and use of 

these publications?

Which approaches will demonstrate influence of 

the publications?

How can marine environmental information in 

be more influential in decision making?

Guiding Questions



Guiding Framework



Methodologies

» Citation Analysis

» Content Analysis

» Surveys

Questionnaire

Interview

Online Survey

Phone Survey

» Web Tracking

» Unobtrusive Observation



Citations to GESAMP Reports



GESAMP Report
Protecting the Oceans from Land-based Activities



509 Citations to GOMC Publications, 1990-2006
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Production → Distribution → Use



IDEA

COMMITTEE CONTRACTOR

? WORKING GROUP APPROVAL ? DRAFT

PEER REVIEW

REVIEWED WITHIN COMMITTEE

JURISDICTIONAL APPROVAL
? PROTOCOL REVIEW ?

MGMT & FINANCE APPROVAL OUTREACH APPROVAL

? EDITORIAL CONTRACTOR ?

FUNDING FOR PUBLICATION

PUBLICATION

? WORKING GROUP APPROVAL ?

Differing views as to phase
in production process

Tentative connection 
to production process



There are times when we don’t 

necessarily distribute a physical 

report, but we’re constantly 

brokering the information that’s 

inside that report.

GOMC Working Group Member D



Are you aware of any evidence 

of the use of the publications?

“…normally it’s just off [the publication] goes, it could 

have been deleted, it could have been read, it could 

have been valued, I don’t know … we all push a lot of 

information out there and hope it … sticks or its 

relevant or used” (Working Group Member O).

“… you’d think a twenty year old organization would 

have done more evaluation of the use of its publications 

… I don’t think we’ve evaluated [use] in the past and 

impact of any kind of our publications, which is a huge 

problem” (Working Group Member E).



“… we have a five or six page handout on [the] 

American Eel … and its status in the Gulf of Maine. 

So, I gave that to our pelagics advisor, fisheries advisor, 

and he found it very informative, a good synopsis and 

was quite impressed with it … now he never told me 

like that changed how [he] recommended to the 

minister what our position is on it … but he found it 

informative in terms of getting his knowledge, in terms 

of playing that role as an advisor to the minister of the 

issue” (Working Group Member C).
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Information Pathways

Enablers



Nova Scotia Fisheries & Aquaculture



Challenges in Relation to

a) Document Description

b) Developing Repositories & Access Systems



Organizational relationships in GESAMP
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