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Grey Literature is…

that which is produced at all levels of 

government, academics, business and 

industry in print and electronic formats, but 

which is not controlled by commercial 

publishers
 Fourth International Conference on Grey Literature, 1999

not readily available through normal book 

selling channels, and therefore difficult to 

identify and obtain
 C. P. Auger, 1998, Information Sources in Grey Literature, p. 3
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…its mandate is to provide a forum for the 

jurisdictions, the provinces, the states and the 

federal partners, as well as the non-profit and 

private members to be able to have a place 

where they can come together and share 

information and collaborate. … I would say that 

they’d first communicate and then they would 

cooperate and then eventually collaborate.

Scientific Member (A)







Council Publications

Reports and fact sheets

Background documents

Action plans and annual reports

Brochures and posters

Serials

Miscellaneous

122

38

29

10

4

9

Council-supported publications

Reports and background documents

Miscellaneous documents

24

25

Reprints of Council authored documents 14

Conference papers, journal articles and abstracts 37

GOMC Publications

Total 312



Selected GOMC Reports







The Gulf of Maine Times…is 

another means of promoting 

awareness of Gulf of Maine 

Publications because whenever 

one comes out of course it would 

be highlighted as a new item

~ Scientific Member (B)



Environment Canada – Canadian Wildlife Service 

Technical Report Series



509 Citations to GOMC Publications, 1990-2006
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Canadian Wildlife Technical Report Series – Aggregate Citations



Top Ten Cited Reports
# of 

citations

A Review and evaluation of the amphibian toxicological literature 58

An atlas of contaminants in eggs of fish-eating colonial birds of the Great 

Lakes (1970-1988). Volume I - Accounts by species and locations
42

The Impact of pesticides on the ecology of prairie nesting ducks 32

Environmental contaminants in Canadian seabirds, 1968-1985 trends and 

effects
30

The hazard of carbofuran to birds and other vertebrate wildlife 29

Chemical residues in waterfowl and gamebirds harvested in Canada, 

1987-95
26

Atlas of contaminants in the eggs of fish-eating colonial birds of the Great 

Lakes (1989-1992). Volume 1 - Accounts by location
25

Methods for the determination of metals in wildlife tissues using various 

atomic absorption spectrophotometry techniques
23

Proposed guidelines for registration of chemical pesticides: Nontarget plant 

testing and evaluation
20

An atlas of contaminants in eggs of fish-eating colonial birds of the Great 

Lakes (1970-1988). Volume II - Accounts by chemical
16

Distribution and abundance of colonial waterbirds nesting in the Canadian 

portions of the lower Great Lakes system in 1990
16



Citations to GOMC Publications

Online Print

Gulf of Maine Region 151 164

United States (outside Gulf region) 61 30

Canada (outside of Gulf region) 24 35

Europe 23 1

Rest of world 13 7

Total 272 237



Reasons Readers Refer to Publications

• To build on findings.

• To explain a phenomenon. 

• To establish or clarify a theoretical

perspective.

• To apply a definition.

• To apply a methodology. 

• To provide a review.

• To suggest further reading.



Conclusions

 This interdisciplinary study concerns questions 

about production, diffusion, reading, & influence 

of environmental knowledge.

 Cases typify governmental & intergovernmental 

organizations that rely heavily on grey literature 

publishing practices.

 Grey literature in the environmental field is being 

read and used.

 Historical studies offer insights into information 

creation, distribution and incorporation into 

knowledge, decisions, and action.
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…we were starting to put a process in place 

where we would keep a record of exactly 

who we were sending the report to and the 

problem is you don’t always follow that 

strictly within government agencies. At 

least in my department, I found it was 

difficult to maintain those records for every 

publication
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GESAMP Technical Reports: Aggregate Citation Data


