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Table 1—Types of GESAMP Publications



Table 2 — Ten Most Frequently Cited GESAMP Publications, to 28 July 2002



Some reports 

now available at
gesamp.imo.org



Table 3—Variations (in Bold) in Bibliographic Elements Among the Title 
Page, Cover, and Recommended Citation Format of Selected Reports



Name Changes

1969 — Joint IMCO/FAO/UNESCO/ 

WMO Group of Experts on the Scientific 

Aspects of Marine Pollution

1993 — IMO/FAO/UNESCO-IOC/ 

WMO/WHO/IAEA/UN/UNEP Joint 

Group of Experts on the Scientific 

Aspects of Marine Environmental 

Protection



Table 4 — Holdings of GESAMP Publications in Selected Major 
Marine Science and National Libraries



GESAMP Citations in Web of Science

Cited Author Field

– GESAMP

– JOINT GROUP EXP S

– GROUP EXP SCI ASP

– IMO FAO UNESCO WM

– UNEP

Cited Work Field
– 115 REG SEAS REP STU

– STAT MAR ENV

– IMOFAOUNESCOWMOWHOIA

– REP STUD

– GESAMP REPORTS STUDI



Citations Located

1518 citations in 1251 papers

88% of the citations contain one one 
GESAMP publication

96% of the citations are to the 
thematic reports

61% of the citations are to the true 
grey literature
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Figure 1 — Frequency of Citations to GESAMP Publications, to the End of 2002



Figure 2—Citations to Versions of The Atmospheric Input of Trace Species 
to the World Ocean, to July 28, 2002
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Total citations [n = 410]

GESAMP # 38 (1989) [n = 76]

Regional Seas # 119 (1990) [n = 3]

Duce et al. (1991) [n = 324]

Report draft (1989) [n = 7]



Figure 3—Citations to Versions of The State of the Marine Environment, 
to July 28, 2002
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GESAMP # 39 (1990) [n = 54]

Regional Seas # 115 (1990) [n = 85]

Book: GESAMP (1991) [n = 26]



Who Cites GESAMP Reports?

Individuals Associated with GESAMP

– 28% of the citing papers

– 34% of the citations

All Others

– More than 70% of the citing papers



Geographic Distribution of Citing Authors

• Western Europe — 43%

• North America & Caribbean — 31%

• Asia — 8%

• Australia & New Zealand — 6%

• Eastern Europe — 5%

• Middle East — 4%

• Africa — 2%

• South America — 1%



Citing Journals

311 different journals in 84 subject areas

Top five

– Environmental Sciences

– Marine & Freshwater Biology

– Oceanography

– Geosciences, Interdisciplinary

– Meteorology & Atmospheric Sciences



Publishing Recommendations Sent 

to GESAMP

• Emphasize the acronym GESAMP

• Establish a standardized name for the series

• Ensure that each title is consistently applied

• Obtain a new ISSN with each name change

• Always include an ISBN, along with the 
ISSN

• Distribute reports widely

• Send copies of reports to indexing agencies



Publishing Recommendations Sent 

to GESAMP (cont.)

• Outline the peer review process in each report

• Consider establishing two series

• Give greater attention to translation of the reports

• Keep the website up to date

• Continue creating digital versions of older 

reports

• Centralize publication and distribution of the 

reports



Google Search for Links

gesamp.imo.org/ link  — 27 links

gesamp.imo.org/ related — 52 links


